The existence of a specific recognition system for SHBG has been reported for endometrial tissue [2] . It might be speculated that a similar mechanism exists in human breast epithelium. The seques¬ tration of SHBG or a SHBG steroid complex from the blood circulation onto the cell membrane and the subsequent internalization of this complex into the cytoplasm may be a specific cell function. Thus the disappearance of SHBG-positive staining in transformed cells may be explained by the dedifferentiation and change of the cell membrane properties of the breast cancer cell.
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